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days fox a debt of twenty shillings, or forty days for one of forty shillings, with an exten-
sion to thirty and sixty days for debtors found guilty of fraudulently concealing their effects.
No jailer was to demand fees on a penalty of £5. As these courts and their prisoners were
numerous, the relief to small debtors was very great. See evidence of the Society to the
Committee of 1792 (see note no), and Neild, State of Prisons, 1812, p. 61.
 (122)	Report of the Committee on the King's Bench, Fleet and Marshalsea ... p. 20.
 (123)	Piercing Cryes ... p. 20. c£ the case of Reason and Tranter, two officers of the
Sheriff of Middlesex, tried for murder in the Court of King's Bench in 1722, for having
shot in the most barbarous manner a Mr Lutterell whom they had arrested for £10,
Lutterell had fetched a pair of pistols, but had laid them on the table and moved to the
other end of the room, 'declaring that he did not design to hurt the defendants, but he
would not be abused". They were found guilty of manslaughter only. State Trials,
xvi, p. i fL
 (124)	J* Fielding, A Plan for preventing Robberies . . . with an Account of the Rise and
Establishment of the real Thieftakers, 1755.

 (125)	W. Smith, Mild Punishments sound Policy, 1778, p. 64.
 (126)	ibid., p. 42,
 (127)	Colquhoun, A Treatise on the Commerce and Police of the River Thames, 1800.
 (128)	Clarkson, History of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, i, p. 294.
 (129)	This account is chiefly taken from Burn, History of Fleet Marriages. See also,
G. E. Howard, A History of Matrimonial Institutions, and J. C. Jeaffreson, Brides and
Bridals, The London Sessions Papers also throw much light on the subject, especially on
bigamous marriages and false entries in the so-called Fleet Registers.
 (130)	Second Report of the Committee on Lotteries, 1808.
 (131)	Ashton, History of Gambling in England, p. 237.
 (132)	Eden, Observations on Friendly Societies, 1801, p. 29.
 (133)	An Account of the Receipts and Disbursements relating to Sir John Fielding9s Plan
for the Preserving of distressed Boys by sending them to Sea as Apprentices in the Merchant
Services ... 1769.

 (134)	This was certainly true of London; it was also said to be true of the country as a
whole: *the middle classes are receiving recruits from the lower in much greater number
than the latter do from the former. This state of things is clearly proved by the vast
number of neat houses of the smaller class arising in every part of England, in exchange
for the crowded and filthy dwellings formerly inhabited by the artisans which are as
rapidly in every county disappearing, this view is further strengthened by referring to the
great increase in the consumption of all those articles which form the comforts of those a
few steps above the indigent class. Thus, within the last twelve years, the increased use of
soap, candles, leather, sugar, and other articles is evidence to shew that the augmentation
of our inhabitants is chiefly in that class of society who are not compelled to live on the
lowest description of food.... The increase in the... capitals accumulated in the various
savings banks in a few years from two to fourteen millings sterling .afford other grounds
for taking a favourable view of the situation of those one or two steps above the condition
of mere day labourers... / (W. Jacob in Second Report on Agriculture and Corn in Europe^
1828, xviii, p. 149.)
 (135)	Simond, Journal of a Tour andResidence in Great Britain ... 2nd ed. 1817, ii, p.
180. c£ his estimate of England: *If I was asked at this moment, [September 1811], for a
summary opinion of what I have seen in England, I might probably say its political
institutions presents detail of corrupt practices — of profusion — and of personal ambition,
under the mark of public spirit, very carelessly put on, more disgusting than I should have

